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Penn Road and Station Road, looking north from the Wynnewood Train Station. Ca. 1915
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Present-day aerial of Toland 
Farm neighborhood.
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1908 PA Main Line RR atlas. 
Shows Toland estate, 
”Wynnewood,” at center.
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“Wynnewood 
Train Station,” 
Railroad Gazette, 
25 January 1873.
.
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Penn Cottage, 380 E. Montgomery Avenue. The residence still 
stands. The earliest part of the house, left, dates to ca. 1700.
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Maybrook mansion on Penn Road. Commissioned by Henry C. 
Gibson and designed by Hewitt Brothers. Completed in 1881. 
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1908 PA Main Line RR 
atlas. Wynnewood 
mansion and 
outbuildings circled.
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Front Rear

Wynnewood Mansion, Courtesy of the Lower Merion Historical Society.
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Location of Wynnewood Mansion 
(demolished 1939) on a present-day 
aerial photograph. The mansion was 
located off Fairhill Road. 
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Path to Wynnewood. The path commenced at 
the PA RR tracks west of the station.
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1908 1908 PA Main Line RR atlas with 
present-day streets overlaid in dashed 
blue line. Historic entrance pillars at 
are marked. Some, including those at 
Kent and Penn and Aubrey and Penn 
may have been created for the 
Wynnewood estate but relocated after 
the property was developed. 
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Aerial photo, May 5, 1923, showing Lower Merion High 
School and administration building. Historic entrance 

pillars are circled. 
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Historic pillars on Montgomery Avenue and Penn Road. 
respectively.
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1908 PA Main Line RR atlas, showing Wynnewood property one 
year before residential development began.
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Ardmore Chronicle, 1909
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1913 PA Main Line RR atlas showing the 
Wynnewood/Toland estate four years 
after development commenced. Areas 
of Penn Road, Hathaway Lane, and Kent 
Road have been developed.



1913 Philadelphia Inquirer, 19o9 

Philadelphia Inquirer, 19o9 
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1913 Main Line PA RR atlas 
showing development along 
Kent Road near Church Road.
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Lower Merion Historical Society

Photo, ca. 1915. Some homes on Kent Road 
were designed by David Knickerbacker Boyd, 
an architect who designed many Lower 
Merion and Narberth buildings. 
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2o1 Kent Road

201 Kent, shown in the present-day photo at right, is similar to a 
home in Narberth designed by David Knickerbacker Boyd 
(demolished during the 1980s).
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219 Church Road

Present-day photos of a Knickerbacker Boyd home on Church Road. The 
black and white photo shows a similar house designed by Boyd.
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217 Kent Road213 Kent 
Road

Another likely Knickerbacker Boyd house at 217 
Kent Road. For comparison, the black and white 
photo shows the Boyd house in Narberth. 
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An advertisement 
for new homes in 
Toland Farm. 
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Lawrence Visscher Boyd, 1910

Lawrence Visscher 
Boyd, David’s 
brother, designed 
this house at 327 
Aubrey Road. 



Lower Merion Historical Society
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A house at 317 Aubrey Road 
designed by David 
Knickerbacker Boyd.
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The house at 317 Aubrey 
Road appeared in multiple 
publications of the day.
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Lower Merion Historical Society

317 Aubrey Road (center), 318 Aubrey Road (left) and 322 Penn 
Road (Tudor building, right) looking north from the 
Wynnewood Train Station.



27A house on Hathaway Lane designed by the noted architectural firm Mellor & Meigs.
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Philadelphia Inquirer, 1910

1913

McIlvain & Co. real 
estate developers that 
developed much of the 
neighborhood, 
established a sales 
office near the train 
station on Station 
Road. 
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Lawrence Visscher Boyd 

McIlvain and Roberts 

Lower Merion Historical Society 29

Charles J. McIlvain, a partner in McIlvain & Co., was also an 
architect. He and his partner, Charles H. Roberts, operated 
a firm called McIlvain & Roberts. This firm designed many 
of the homes in the neighborhood, including the four, 
above, on the left side of Hathaway Lane. The house on the 
right, 329 Hathaway Lane, was designed by Lawrence 
Visscher Boyd. 
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The house with the black shutters has barrel-
shaped dormer windows, a signature feature 
of McIlvain & Roberts houses. 
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McIlvain & Roberts houses in the neighborhood. 



Smithsonian 
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This house, also designed by McIlvain & Roberts, is at 111 Glenn Road in 
Ardmore. Similar designs appear in many areas of Lower Merion.
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This house on Mansion Lane is similar to the house in the previous slide. It 
retains many original features, including its full-height trellises. 
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Evening Public Ledger,
 20 October 1915 

These houses (from left, 258 
Kent Road, 266 Kent Road, 
and 378 Penn Road) were 

developed by McIlvain & Co. 
The location of the house in 
the 1915 advertisement has 

not been identified. 
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Building Age, November 1918 

A McIlvain & Roberts house at 300 
Hathaway Lane.
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McIIvain & Roberts houses 

houses on Hathaway Lane.
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Kent Road 

Aubrey Road 

Glenn Road, Ardmore 

Colwyn Road, Cynwyd 

Right side: additional 
McIlvain & Roberts 

Houses on Aubrey Road 
and Kent Road. Left side:  

houses with identical 
designs in Ardmore and 

Cynwyd.
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The Printing  Art, 1921“Little Mount Vernon,” a house designed by 
McIlvain & Roberts on Mansion Lane. Mansion 

Lane, itself, was laid out between 1908 and 
1913. The name given to this private street likely 

referenced the Wynnewood mansion to the 
north. ”Little Mount Vernon” may have been 

designed to honor the old Wynnewood 
mansion.
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Courtesy Lower Merion 
Building and Planning 
Department

McIlvain &Roberts 
designed houses on 
Owen Road for the 
Lower Merion Reality 
Company.



41Concrete Magazine, February 1925

Houses on Owen Road 
appeared in a 1925 
issue of Concrete 
Magazine.



42Lower Merion Historical Society

Houses on Owen Road in 1925, top right.
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1921
Radnor Historical 

Society

During the 1920s, Frank Seeburger, a prolific architect, designed more than a dozen homes in the Toland Farm neighborhood. 
This design was very typical. It featured a distinctive door surround that included an arched hood, fluted pilasters, and a 

cutout for a street address. Many of Seeburger’s houses, like this one, also featured trellises. 
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Radnor Historical Society

Detail of a door surround on a Seeburger-designed house.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.



51

A Seeburger-designed house on Kent Road.
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Wallace & Warner, noted local architects, also designed several houses in the 
neighborhood, including this one at 246 Hathaway Lane.
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A Wallace & 
Warner house at 
331 Hathaway 
Lane.
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A later commission in the 
neighborhood designed by the 
prominent architect Edmund B. 
Gilchrist. The house is located at 
301 Fairhill Road. 
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